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the cycles of the Cotton Bible and the Vienna Bible are pointed out, the 
former being characteristically a monument of the transitional period from 
classic to early-Christian art. At San Marco these compositions of the v 
or vi century are translated into the artistic language of the xni century. 
This is the author's conclusion. It is interesting and should not surprise 
us. Every day we are learning more of the traditional and enduring char- 
acter of Christian art, of the reverential reproduction of earlier types. Thus 
is the diversity of judgments of the different authorities explained. The 
types, the composition, were of the early-Christian period ; the execution, 
of the late Middle Ages. 

The illustrations are numerous, and, though sketchy, serve to show the 
details of the various compositions and to make the comparison with other 
works clearer. As a study in Christian iconography the work will be of 
great value to students. The author's acquaintance with the monuments 
is fairly wide. — A. L. F., Jr. 

AMERICAN ARCH/EOLOGY. 

Daniel G. Brestton. Essays of an Americanist. I. Ethnologic and 
ArchcBologic. II. Mythology and Folk-Lore. III. Graphic Systems 
and Literature. IV. Linguistic. 8vo., pp. xil, 489. Philadel- 
phia, 1890; Porter and Coates. 

The author's activity and the wide field over which his energies are 
displayed are very characteristically shown by these essays and by the 
four various headings under which they are grouped. Most of them 
had already appeared in print in some form. Their object is thus stated : 
In a number of points, as for example in the antiquity of man upon this 
continent, in the specific distinction of an American race, in the generic sim- 
ilarity of its languages, in recognizing its mythology as often abstract and 
symbolic, in the phonetic character of some of its graphic methods, in believing 
that its tribes possessed considerable poetic feeling, in maintaining the abso- 
lute autochthony of their culture — in these and in many other points referred 
to in the following pages lam at variance with most modern anthropologists; 
and these essays are to show more fully and connectedly than could their sep- 
arate publication, what are my grounds for such opinions. Under the title 
Ethnologic and Arch^eologic are grouped the following essays : (1) 
Review of the data for the study of the pre-historic chronology of America; 
(2) On palaoliths, American and other; (3) On the alleged Mongolian 
affinities of the American race; (4) The probable nationality of the "Mound- 
Builders;" (5) The Toltecs and their fabulous Empire. Under Mythol- 
ogy and Folk-Lore are treated : (1) The sacred names in Quiche myth- 
ology; (2) The Hero-god of the Algonhins as a Cheat and Liar; (3) 
The Journey of the Soul; (4) The Sacred Symbols in America; (5) The 
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Folk-Lore of Yucatan; (6) Folk-Lore of the modern Lenape. Under 
Graphic Systems and Literature the titles are : (1) The phonetic ele- 
ments in the graphic systems of the Mayas and Mexicans; (2) The ikono- 
matic method of phonetic writing ; (3) The writing and records of the an- 
cient Mayas; (4) The hooks of Chilan Balam; (5) On the "Stone of the 
Giants;" (6) Native American poetry. The last series is the Linguistic, 
and comprises essays on : (1) American languages and why we should study 
them; (2) Wilhelm von Humboldt's researches in American Languages; (3) 
Some characteristics of American languages; (4) The earliest form of human 
speech as revealed by American tongues ; (5) The conception of love in some 
American languages; (6) The lineal measures of the semi-civilized nations 
of Mexico and Central America; (7) The curious hoax of the Taensa 
language. 

There is a considerable variety in the quality and style of these essays : 
some are popular, others scientific. The material available to a man who, 
like Dr. Brinton, relies mainly on the data furnished by others, is used to 
very good purpose in attempts to prove various theories. To the uninitiated 
this volume may prove of unusual interest. The language is lucid ; little 
is left to the fancy ; the arrangement is unusually clear ; the range of 
topics varied. In certain papers the specialist also may find new light 
cast upon old fields. It can be recommended as a contribution to the pop- 
ularization of American antiquities. — A. L. F., Jr. 



